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The aims, rules and codes of conduct for the                   

West Australian Medieval Alliance.

Aims

The aim of the West Australian Medieval Alliance (WAMA) is primarily to provide the common ground upon which all medieval groups and like minded people within Western Australia can meet, whether this be for the purpose of discussion, the sharing of information and resources or for combat.

It is the intention of WAMA to organise events and provide pathways of communication that will promote this.

Who can join?

Anyone can join WAMA – there is no age limit on membership.  However some of our activities do require that you meet certain conditions before joining in.

Things you should know about WAMA.

Firstly, we are a non-profit organisation, which means other than having fun and good times with other like minded people, you as a member can not make any personal gain from the group i.e. any services you provide are voluntary.

Secondly, our time range is very broad, 400 AD to 1800AD, so if you have an interest within this time frame we welcome you.  We realise that this era is not strictly only medieval, but also encompasses other periods such as the dark ages and renaissance.  This is so we could accommodate the existing groups’ areas of interest and also fit within the general public’s view of what is medieval.

Thirdly, we do not favour any particular group or entity.  WAMA endeavours to stay completely impartial.  We will make every effort to promote, communicate with and include members and groups who are registered with WAMA, within the rules and by-laws of our association.

Codes of Conduct

As a WAMA member we would like you to keep the following guidelines in mind.

WAMA is not a forum for personal grievances.  We ask that if you have a personal dispute with another person that you do not raise it at WAMA events.

If you have a complaint regarding treatment you have received by WAMA or someone acting for WAMA or a decision made by WAMA, you may address it to one of the committee members who will take it to the committee.  You may have to wait until the next committee meeting for a decision.  If it is a complaint regarding a combat issue please read the combat guidelines.

Please remember your manners and your smile.

What’s yours is yours and what is mine is mine!  Other people may have a lot of equipment, costumes etc which you may like to admire.  Please ask the owner before you touch anything.

Lack of consideration, excessive anger, or an aggressive attitude  (other than simulated) do not belong at a WAMA event and will not be tolerated or permitted.

WAMA is not a place to promote political preferences or religious views.

We appreciate your ideas and views and we ask that you appreciate the ideas and views of others.

We ask that you respect other people’s property.  This includes the location at which any events are held.  Please dispose of your rubbish responsibly and leave the site as you find it.

Children at a WAMA event are the responsibility of their parents or guardians and are not the responsibility of WAMA.  While WAMA may provide entertainment that is suitable for your child, their behaviour and safety is still your responsibility.

WAMA reserves the right to exclude anyone who’s behaviour is considered dangerous or threatening from a WAMA event.

WAMA does not engage in combat training.  Anyone who wishes to bring their combat up to a standard where they can participate in WAMA events will be directed to the various groups that engage in and teach combat.

The rules of the association (constitution) in a nutshell.

1. The name of our association is West Australian Medieval Alliance.

2. Our time frame is 400AD to 1800AD.

3. We are a non-profit organisation.

4. Our committee consists of a chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary, treasurer, trade liason and various people reporting on subcommittees.

5. There is no age limit on membership to WAMA but

6. You must be in the calendar year that you turn 16 or older to enter WAMA combat, vote or take a position on the committee.

7. A member is someone who has filled out the membership form and paid the membership fee.

8. Groups may register with WAMA for a small fee but this does not confer membership rights.

9. WAMA reserves the right to suspend a person’s membership but they have the right to appeal.

10. The committee meets usually every month but never less than every two months.

11. Anyone who is a member is welcome at a committee meeting.

12. Annual general meetings are held once a year and we will inform you of the day and time at least three weeks in advance.
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Combat Rules and guidelines

REMEMBER,  SAFETY IS NOT JUST the marshal’s job, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.

HOLD means stop.   At all times a call of HOLD takes priority.  You must call hold if your combat becomes dangerous to you or someone else.  For example, where a sudden equipment failure may cause injury or where another person enters the field of combat uninvited.

NEVER is either GROIN or NECK a target area.

If you injure somebody whilst fighting it is your duty to make sure that their first aid requirements are met.

Any injury must be reported to the marshals in writing on the form provided.  The incident will then come under review by the marshals to see if any changes can be implemented to lessen the chance of a similar incident occurring in the future.

Only current financial members of WAMA are allowed to participate in WAMA combat.

You must be over 18 years of age to participate in WAMA combat and you must be authorised.

Authorisation for the various levels of combat is the responsibility of the WAMA marshals.  As a guideline the following applies -  

All SCA participants must be authorised combat fighters. 

All Grey Company participants must be fyrdsmen minimum.

COTS participants must be by the marshal’s discretion.

Free form sword school participants must be by marshal’s discretion.

House darksun participants must be by marshal’s discretion.

All other participants must be by marshal’s discretion. 

The Marshal’s decisions are not to be argued ON THE FIELD.

Discussions over rulings or rules are to take place off the field.

Disputes regarding combat matters will be dealt with in the following manner.

Discuss the matter with the marshal in charge of the eric.

If no resolution is reached, the matter will be taken to the combat subcommittee.

If still no resolution is reached, the subcommittee’s decision stands until the next   general committee meeting where the complainant may broach their grievances.

The marshals can remove anyone from the eric who’s behaviour is deemed irresponsible, erratic, dangerous or lacking in control.

It is the fighter’s responsibility to know which level of combat is being used in the eric they are fighting in and what that level means in terms of target location and force of strike.

All fighting is to be conducted in erics unless cleared with the committee first.

No swinging of weapons outside of erics.

Have respect for other people and their equipment.
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