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Event Safe Practices

Revision 1, 24 Nov 2005

In the interests of public safety and regarding combat, weapons and dangerous apparatus, the WAMA Combat Sub-committee identified that the general public should be segregated from acts of combat and any weapons and dangerous apparatus.  

Weapons and Dangerous Apparatus

Weapon – Any instrument used in attack or defence in combat.

Dangerous Apparatus - Any device that by design, if used by a person without appropriate training, experience or supervision can result in injury.

Weapon Control – The safe practice, under WAMA regulations, of maintaining a high level of safety with weapons and dangerous apparatus.

Weapons and dangerous apparatus at a WAMA event must be stored or displayed in a manner that renders them inaccessible to the public.

Weapons and dangerous apparatus at a WAMA event can only be wielded or used in the allocated restricted areas under the supervision of appropriately trained personnel.

Weapons and dangerous apparatus at a WAMA event will not be left unattended at any time unless they are securely stored in a locked receptacle.

Weapons and dangerous apparatus at a WAMA event found not stored or used in accordance with WAMA Weapons and Dangerous Apparatus Regulations will be conveyed to the Armoury until the stall, encampment or the individual complies with Weapons and Dangerous Apparatus Regulations or the owner vacates the event venue.

Individuals and groups are encouraged to use the Armoury area provided.  If this is not conducive to their function, then they must adhere to WAMA regulations in regard to weapon control and public safety.  

Weapon control comes under the direct jurisdiction of the WAMA Marshals which are the safety officers endorsed by WAMA to conduct inspections in the safe storage and handling of weapons and dangerous apparatus, issue recommendations to ensure that WAMA  Weapons and Dangerous Apparatus Regulations are met and when necessary, take appropriate corrective action until the condition is remedied.
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Controlled Areas

Controlled Area – Any area at a WAMA event that needs any form of management in order to make the venue a safe environment for the public.

Restricted Areas – Areas where access is restricted only to personnel who have legitimate business in this area.  All restricted areas must have a cordon zone between them and any unrestricted public area, unless there is a suitable barrier between the areas that will provide adequate protection to the public in the event of an accident in the restricted zone.

Combat Area – The space allotted for combat.  Fighters who wish to access this area must comply with WAMA Combat Regulations.

Warm-up Area – The space allotted for approved persons to wield a weapon, whip, poi, flag or other hazardous device.

Armoury – The area set aside for the safe storage of weapons and dangerous apparatus.  This area will be attended WAMA personnel during the duration of a WAMA Event.

Interaction Areas – Areas where public access is controlled or regulated.  These areas have particular restrictions to access which relate to their function.

Cordon Zone – The area that provides a margin of safety between any restricted area and any public area.  The cordon zone must have a minium width of 1 metre between the restricted area and the public area.  This area is a designated “no man’s land where the only personnel entering this area will be WAMA Marshals.

Stall – A merchant or vendor area where public interaction takes place.  The onus on liability rests with the traders and vendors who have been allotted space in this area.

Encampment – The area where associated groups set up equipment where group activities and public interaction can take place.  These areas must comply with the WAMA Safe Event Practices , failure to do so may mean that the group(s) allotted this area may be held liable for any public injury incurred.

Muster Point – The areas within the venue that must be kept clear of obstruction for emergency purposes. 
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Controlled Areas (continued)

Unrestricted Areas – Areas where the public have no restriction, WAMA is responsible for all aspects relating to public safety in this area.

Ablutions - Public rest rooms, toilets, change rooms and showers.

Entry – The public entrance to the venue.  The public entry point will also have information regarding the conditions of entry to the WAMA event.

Car Park

Picnic Area

First Aid Station

Administrative Centre

Village Green – Common entertainment area.

Marshals

At WAMA events, the official safety officers are the WAMA Marshals.  These people are WAMA members who as well as being active fighting members of WAMA affiliated clubs, have knowledge of the WAMA Event Safety Practices and Regulations.

Their task in the field of public safety is to interpret WAMA Safe Practices and Regulations as they apply to the activities conducted at WAMA events, and to initiate corrective action to remedy any non-compliance if necessary.  
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Combat

Marshal – A WAMA member who is an active fighting member of a WAMA affiliated club who has been charged with the arrangement and regulation of combat and safety related activities at WAMA events.

All combat conducted at a WAMA Event will take place in the allotted Combat Area under the supervision of at least one WAMA Marshal.

Interclub combat rules are derived from the commonalities and best practices of the combat rules already in existence by the affiliated WAMA groups that have activities that include combat.  Currently these groups are:

House Darksun - Darksun

The Society for Creative Anachronism – SCA

The Grey Company – Grey Company

The Circle of the Sword – COTS

Medieval Mayhem – Mayhem

Free Form Sword School – Free Form

Interclub combat rules are detailed on working documents and are reviewed on a regular basis and maintained by the WAMA Combat Sub-committee.

Concerning combat, a WAMA Marshal shall demonstrate a good general knowledge of current combat rules and codes of etiquette and conduct applicable to the affiliated WAMA groups.  Should any WAMA Marshal be found lacking this knowledge, the WAMA Combat Sub-committee will take steps to remedy this condition.

Document Administration

This document is considered a working document and will be reviewed by the relevant WAMA Authorities on a regular basis.  A copy each of the latest revision of this document will be kept by the WAMA Secretary and the Head of the WAMA Combat Sub-Committee.
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